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Strategies

Economic Opportunities

Increase economic assets of Indian landowners by gaining 
control of Indian lands and creating �nancial models that 
convert land into leverage for Indian landowners.

Legal Reform

Reform the Legal mechanisms related to recapturing the 
physical, cultural and economic assets for Indian people 
and strengthening sovereignty of Indian land.

Education

Educate every Indian landowner about Indian land 
management, ownership and transference issues so that 
knowledge becomes power when decisions about land 
assets are made.

Cultural Awareness

Use Indian land to help Indian people discover and maintain 
their culture.

Our Mission

Lands within the original boundaries of every reservation and other areas of high 
signi�cance where tribes retain aboriginal interest are in Indian ownership and 
management.

The Indian Land Tenure Foundation is a national, 
community-based organization serving American Indian 
nations and people in the recovery and control of their 
rightful homelands.

ABOUT ILTF



ADAPTING
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S ince its inception 20 years ago, the Indian Land Tenure Foundation (ILTF) 
has been committed to serving American Indian nations and people 
in the recovery and control of their rightful homelands by promoting 

education, increasing cultural awareness, creating economic opportunity, and 
reforming the legal and administrative systems that prevent Indian people from 
owning and controlling reservation lands. To do that, ILTF staff and partners 
have visited hundreds of tribal communities to provide resources and listen to 
concerns. In 2020, the spread of the COVID-19 virus made that impossible so ILTF 
did what the organization has always done – adapted to new realities. The winds 
of change are blowing in Indian Country and ILTF has been changing to meet the 
needs of tribal communities.

In 2020, ILTF began doing webinars online to deliver important information 
to stakeholders who could no longer be served face-to-face. What began as a 
temporary measure during the depths of the pandemic proved to be very popular. 
In 2021, ILTF’s online offerings expanded signi�cantly. Topics included:

Agricultural leasing
Appraisal of Indian land
Rights-of-way on Indian land
Navigating the probate process
Will writing and estate planning
Gift deeds for Indian landowners
Fee-to-Trust process (three-part series)
Agricultural Resource Management Plans
Landowner skills, knowledge and abilities
Land Buy-Back Program for Tribal Nations
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)
Geospatial reasoning and land-use planning
BLM General Land Of�ce Records database
American Indian Probate Reform Act (AIPRA)
Professionalizing careers in tribal land of�ces
Origins and implications of the Doctrine of Discovery
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Geographic Information Systems (GIS) training for youth

Meeting the needs of tribal communities is the hallmark of ILTF’s work. 
One of the greatest needs is skilled Geographic Information Systems 
(GIS) professionals. In 2021, ILTF launched the Tribal Youth GIS Project 
to develop a pipeline of skilled workers to meet this need. Mapping is 
a powerful tool for professional land management. It’s also a great way 
to teach students about technology, problem solving and research skills. 
ILTF is working with community partners and Tribal colleges to develop, 
fund and deliver training in the latest GIS tools and techniques while 
creating career opportunities for Native youth in their own communities. 

As part of its expanded online resources, ILTF in 2021 delivered practical information 
via regular emails to help Native American landowners, individual agricultural 
producers and tribal leaders to better manage their land. On the second Tuesday 
of each month, new information was posted on the ILTF website (www.iltf.org) 
to educate and engage community members on critical issues such as Indian land 
laws, regulations and resources related to estate planning and land management.
Later each month, online town hall-style sessions were offered to deliver more 
detailed information on speci�c topics. Participants were encouraged to ask 
questions of presenters and engage in helpful dialogue on the issues they face, 
problems they are trying to solve, as well as potential solutions. All of the information 
and online sessions are available free of charge, and videos of each town hall are 
posted on ILTF’s YouTube channel for future viewing.



W hen the COVID-19 pandemic swept the globe in 2020, Indian 
Country was hit particularly hard. Few understood the impact 
better than Tribal Extension agents, who were uniquely positioned 

to help Native communities deal with the crisis. Agents with the Federally 
Recognized Tribes Extension Program (FRTEP) helped coordinate emergency 
supplies, offered leadership in recovery efforts, and delivered vital community 
resources in innovative new ways. In 2021, agents played a key role in providing 
much-needed education and resources as Tribal communities adapted to new 
challenges. What the pandemic laid bare are the realities of just how important 
extension agents are in the communities they serve.

The Indian Land Tenure Foundation is committed to securing long-term funding 
sources to ensure that Tribal Extension agents can continue to do this important 
work. FRTEP is a successful tribal community outreach model focused on 
agricultural productivity, youth development and healthier communities in ways 
that meet the speci�c needs of Native communities.

Despite chronic underfunding, and a cumbersome and unreliable process to 
receive federal support, FRTEP agents have done remarkable work. Outcomes 
for community members have been overwhelmingly positive. The long-term goal 
is to restructure funding for the FRTEP program to match that used for County 
extension agents in all 50 states, a model that will ensure that programing can 
be tailored to better meet the ongoing needs of Indian farmers and ranchers, 
children and youth, and the community as a whole.
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EDUCATING

“WHEN THE WINDS OF CHANGE BLOW, SOME PEOPLE 

BUILD WALLS, OTHERS BUILD WINDMILLS.”



The Federally Recognized Tribes Extension Program is focused on three areas:

Farmers and ranchers – Tribal extension agents deliver science-based, culturally 
relevant production, marketing and �nancial management information to help 
Native producers become more economically successful and help to build the food 
security of Indigenous communities.

Tribal Youth and 4-H – Tribal 4-H clubs and community programs are delivered 
through a culturally adapted model for Native youth, providing a safe, positive 
environment, fostering healthy choices and sparking interest in agriculture. 
Thousands of young people across Indian Country participate in 4-H programs.

Tribal Communities – Providing outreach programs to safeguard water quality, 
food system development, certify pesticide applicators, preserve traditional plants 
and facilitate community engagement and leadership.

The results speak for themselves as extension agents help to prepare the next 
generation through hands-on learning and leadership. To learn more about their 
efforts across Indian Country, visit www.tribalextension.org 
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Learning the Lessons of Our Land

More than ever before, resource-starved educators in 
2021 were looking for ways to capture their students’ 
attention and impart important teachings in meaningful 
ways via distance learning. As a result, downloads of ILTF’s 
Lessons of Our Land curriculum and the When Rivers 
Were Trails video game continued to grow. Both are free 
resources designed to provide educators engaging ways 
to incorporate relevant materials about American Indian 
land history into regular classroom instruction. Learn 
more at www.lessonsofourland.org. 
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C limate change is real, and Tribal Nations are taking major steps to mitigate 
the short- and long-term effects. Through its Tribal Land Conservation 
Initiative, the National Indian Carbon Coalition (NICC) is helping tribes 

to protect their land, preserve important natural resources for future generations 
and achieve �nancial prosperity. This Indian Land Tenure Foundation initiative 
enables tribes to implement sustainable management practices, develop carbon 
projects and partner with socially responsible organizations and businesses.

During 2021, interest in tribal carbon projects grew signi�cantly and NICC  
(www.indiancarbon.org) was able to help numerous Indian communities explore 
their options. As a Native-led organization, NICC serves as a trusted partner 
with tribal governments and an important source of information and technical 
assistance.

Current Tribal carbon projects

NICC is assisting several Tribes in the development of carbon projects, including:

Keweenaw Bay Indian Community – Located in Michigan’s Upper Peninsula, 
the project covers 12,500 acres of tribal forestland. It is being implemented 
under the American Carbon Registry’s (ACR) Improved Forest Management 
Methodology which quanti�es greenhouse gas emission reductions that exceed 
current management practices.

Fond du Lac Band of Lake Superior Chippewa – Located in Northern 
Minnesota, the forest-based carbon sequestration project covers more than 
9,000 acres of tribal forestland and is also being implemented under the ACR 
methodology.

Lower Brule Sioux Tribe – Located on the Missouri River in central South 
Dakota, the project is focused on the preservation and restoration of native 
prairie grasslands. It is the �rst carbon project in Indian Country being developed 
under the international Plan Vivo Standard, which supports rural landowners and 
communities with improved natural resource management, 

PRESERVING
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The National Indian Carbon Coalition has formed partnerships with organizations 
around the world to support carbon projects in Indian Country. These include:

Ecosystems Services Market Consortium (ESMC) – NICC is a Founding 
Circle Member of ESMC, a non-pro�t organization that works to compensate 
farmers and ranchers who improve the environment through agricultural practices.

Bipartisan Policy Center (BPC) Farm & Forest Solutions Carbon 
Initiative – NICC is a member of the BPC Task Force whose goal is to incentivize 
farming, ranching and forestry practices that deliver climate and economic bene�ts 
and help farmers, ranchers and forest managers contribute to climate solutions.

Slipstream – Slipstream is a mission-driven nonpro�t organization that partners 
with utilities, state and local governments, regulatory agencies and others to 
combat climate change with a focus on equity.

Voluntary Carbon Markets Integrity Initiative (VCMI) – NICC is a member 
of the Expert Advisory Group of VCMI, a global task force created to monitor the 
integrity of voluntary markets for the purchase and sale of carbon offset credits. 

“TRIBAL NATIONS ARE PROTECTING THEIR LAND, PRESERVING NATURAL RESOURCES

FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS, AND ACHIEVING FINANCIAL PROSPERITY TODAY.”



T he list of �scally-sound, shovel-ready economic development projects in 
Indian Country is long. What’s always in short supply is available capital 
to �nance development. In 2021, the Indian Land Capital Company 

(ILCC) reported signi�cant growth in its lending pool for tribal economic 
development and land acquisition, thanks to increased investment from a variety 
of organizations, including Associated Bank, CNote Group, Opportunity Finance 
Network, Oweesta, Sunrise Bank, the Tamalpais Fund and more. ILCC raised more 
than $11.3 million, capital that is being put to good use in Native communities.

Formed in 2005 by the Indian Land Tenure Foundation, ILCC is a Certi�ed Native 
Community Development Financial Institution (CDFI) that provides �exible 
�nancing to tribes and tribal enterprises. Two major projects in California were 
among the bene�ciaries of ILCC �nancing in 2021, one by the Mesa Grande 
Band of Mission Indians, the other at Big Valley Rancheria of the Pomo Nation.

ILCC provided an $895,000 loan to the Mesa Grande Band to help �nance the 
purchase of a 40-acre parcel adjacent to the Tribe’s Golden Eagle Farm. Located 
about 90 minutes northeast of San Diego, the farm is situated 12 miles east 
of the community of Ramona. The area is a popular tourist destination with 
a variety of outdoor recreation opportunities, wineries and other agritourism 
attractions. The centerpiece of the property is a 5-bedroom, 4-bath home that 
is being converted into two vacation rental units by the Mesa Grande Business 
Development Corporation (BDC), the Tribe’s economic development arm which 
is focused on developing agritourism enterprises. 
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FINANCING LAND RECOVERY & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

PROSPERING
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ILCC supports the next generation of Native leaders

ILCC is committed to helping tribal communities recover land and 
build economies for the bene�t of current and future generations. 
That’s why the organization sponsored the 2021 Indigenous Bowl at 
U.S. Bank Stadium in Minneapolis where 60+ high school football 
players representing 37 tribes competed. “The future of Indian 
Country rests in the hands of the next generation of leaders,” 
said ILCC president Rjay Brunkow. “These players have the kind 
of character, work ethic and team-�rst attitude to be community 
leaders.” 

Located 120 miles north of San Francisco in Lake County, the Big Valley Rancheria 
is in the heart of a popular recreation area surrounding Clear Lake, the largest 
natural lake located wholly within the state of California. ILCC provided $2.6 
million in �nancing for initial site preparation on a $28 million retail development. 
The commercial center will include a 4,500 square foot convenience store and a 
20-pump gas station with four-pump island for recreational vehicles. Plans include 
a washing station for boats and automobiles, a drive-through smoke shop and a 
Class II gaming facility. The development plan features 168,000 square feet of retail 
space, a laundromat, coffee shop, and space suitable for a quick-service restaurant.

These projects are in keeping with ILCC’s mission to help Native nations recover, 
manage and gain jurisdiction over 90 million acres of alienated tribal land; to 
assist Native nations in consolidating undivided interests in land with fractionated 
ownership; to eliminate “checkerboarding” on Indian reservations; and to 
strengthen tribal communities and sovereignty. Learn more at ilcc.net
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Tribes

Big Valley Band of Pomo Indians

Cheyenne & Arapaho Tribes

Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe

Citizen Potawatomi Nation

Confederated Tribes of the Grand Ronde 
Community of Oregon

Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Indian 
Reservation / Coyote Business Park

Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe Indians

Morongo Band of Mission Indians

Oglala Sioux Parks & Recreation

Osage Nation / Osage Nation Foundation

San Pasqual Band of Mission Indians

Santa Ynez Band of Mission Indians

Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community

Shoshone-Bannock Tribes

Soboba Band of Luiseno Indians

Foundations

AHS Foundation

Bush Foundation

Charles A. Weyerhaeuser Memorial 
Foundation

Chicago Community Foundation (Noon 
Whistle Fund)

Community Foundation of Greater 
Memphis

Cottonwood Foundation

Everence Foundation

Fidelity Charitable

Graves Foundation, Inc.

Liberated Capital / Decolonizing Wealth 
Fund (Indigenous Earth Fund)

Manitou Fund

McNeely Foundation

Mighty Cause Charitable Foundation

Minneapolis Foundation

CONTRIBUTORS
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Native American Agriculture Fund

NoVo Foundation

Saint Paul & Minnesota Foundation

Stull Family Foundation

W.K. Kellogg Foundation

Non-Pro�t Organizations

Benevity Community Impact Fund

Blackbaud Giving Fund

Clearinghouse CDFI

First Nations Development Institute

Grand Staircase Escalante Partners

LICO2e

Mindstretch

National Indian Gaming Association

Network for Good

Northern Trust Charitable Program

The Nature Conservancy

Corporations

1st Tribal Lending

Appalachia Interactive

Association of Gaming Equipment 
Manufacturers (AGEM)

Bentley Systems, Inc.

Blue Stone Strategy Group

Bungie, Inc.

Corporate Technologies

Cross Timbers Consulting

ESRI

Everi Cares Giving Program

Google / Google Plus Codes

HBG Design

Image Spigot, LLC

Indian Land Capital Company

International Game Technology (IGT)

Klas Robinson Q.E.D., Inc.

KTGY

Paci�c AG Insurance Agency, Inc.

Pandell

Parametrix

Peoples Company-Value Midwest

Red Plains Surveying Company

See Renewal

Sovereign Finance, LLC

Zenergy Systems, DBA Casinos Care

Government

(CARD) CIP with Tribal Governments and 
Tribal Members

State of Minnesota Conservation Applied 
Research

USDA

USDA/NRCS

USDA/NRCS Conservation Innovation Grant
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Grant Abbott

James Addington

Sasha Agins
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Courtney Aniol
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Stephen Ashkin

David Baker

Elizabeth Baker

Laura Barraclough

Tiernan Barrie

Bye & Susan Barsness

Todd Bates

Dawn Battiste

Curtis Berkey

Kari Bjorhus & Ken Carlson

John Blocher

Little Fawn Boland

Maria Bolanos

D’Arcy Bordeaux

Daniel Boudreau

Mary Boyd

Barry Boyer

Derek Bradley

Jennifer Bright

Allison Broeren

Hannah Brogan

George Brunswig

Molly Bryant

Paulina Bryant

Christina Buffo

Lois Bull

Jessica Bumpus

Katherine Butler

Jason Camps

Kimberly Carlson

Robert & Margaret Carolan

Daria Chamness

Patricia Chase

Cam Cheevers

Madeline Christensen

Stephen & Christine Clemens

Beth Cole
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Christina Hawkes

Louise Head

Kathryn Heider

Sierra Helton

Terry Hesse

Abby Hickcox

Brit Hiedeman

Louis Hill

Joseph Hiller

Cindy Hines

Stephanie Hislop

Marisa Hobert

Shirley Hokanson

Ian Hunt

Margie Hutchinson

Anthony Iaquinto

Abigail Jarret

Griffen Jeffries

Abigail Jensen

Ralph Jersild

Erik Jordan

Jessica Kallberg

Alyssa Karum

Danielle Kass

Kathleen Kellett

Graham Kelly

Joanna King-Yost

Thomas Korytowski

Theodora Kramer

Julia Kremer

Andrea Kuenning

Mary Kuhn

Laura Lacombe

Miles Lamberson

Robert Lambert

Sandra Land

Rachel Lander

Alondra Lara

Jeff Lennan

Vince Leo

Brianna Littlehouse

Melissa Lorentz

Genevieve Lotus

Ian Louisignau

Alexandra Corvello

Emily Cox

Kalie Coyne

Bridget Dancs

Hannah Darrin

Rita Davern

Ryann Dear

Flynn DeBona

Kelly Degering

Laura Dev

Nikki Dickson

Janet & Jon Dowell

Sarah Dozor

Thomas Duke & Jean 
Hammink

Ashantii Dunlop

Emily Eadie

Linda Elsen

Jayson Engquist

Diane Erickson

Rebecca Fallon

Robert Ferguson

Annika Fergus & Heather 
Fjelstad

Daniela Fernandes

Ariana Frascatore

David Freeman

Jannie Frierson

Belen Gancedo

Sheer Ganor

David Garelick

Shreya Ghoshal

Mary Greger

Elizabeth Grove

Jennifer Guare

Dylan Hackler

Patricia Hanauer

Camber Hansen-Karr

Madelyn Harding

Brinley Hardman

Laura Harjo

Beth Harper

Shaleas Harrison

Amber Harvey
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Erin Lowe

Tim Luckow

Jane Lund

Taylor Maavara

Chelsey Magnuson

Sophia Maravell

George Marchenko

Isabelle Martin

Margaret Matchem

Kimberly Maxwell

Nicole McAbee

Phoebe McClincy

Lloyd McGinnis

Barbara McKernan

Nyla McKraken

Matthew McNamara

John McNamara

Mariana Meirelles

Christopher Merle

Nadean Meyer

Elliana Miller

Nathan Mishler

Chloe Mohr

Anthony Morley

Elizabeth Mosiman

Angela Mou

Isabelle Moulinier

Jennifer Nessel

Teresa Opheim

Tammi Owens

Elizabeth Pellegrino

Emma Pillow

Amy Plambeck

Samuel Porter

Kenzie Power

Emma Pred-Sosa

Devon Price

Jason Prokowiew

Rose Puntillo

Charlotte Racioppo

Jenny Rajput

Julia Ricciardi

Jim Riddell

Tyler Riebl
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Grace Robisheaux

Jason Rodney

Emma Roeder

Susan Rolfe

Dartagnan Ross�eld

Scott Russell & Martha 
Delaney

Rachel Ryan

Stephen Sachs

Imani Sade

Kate Savkovich

Marcella Schau�er

Robby Schiller

Mary Schlaefer

John Schoenfeldt

Karen Schrage

Christopher Schubert

Diana Schutter

John & Jackie Schweers

Frank & Kathy Schweigert

Beth Severy-Hoven

Shawn Shafner

Jane Shey

Shelley Shref�er

Christine Sleeter

Danielle Smith

Laura Smith

Mike Somers

Deb Soulen

Edward Spevak

Marvelous Spraggins

Cris Stainbrook

Whitney Stark

Ian Stebinger

Valerie Stoehr

Erica Strohl

Anna Sturgis

Gail & Duane Sudman

Natalie Sudman

Greta Szabo

Innes Tackkett

Elaine Tarone

Paul Taylor

Wendy Taylor

Dana Terry

Karen Thill

Brett Thomas

Brad Thompson

Zoe Thompson

Richard Todd & Patricia 
Haswell

Ismael Torrez

Naomi Toubman

Lila Towle

Sabrina Ulsh

Dylan Urbanczyk

Luke Vannest

David Vicente

Sharon Vinson

Kelsey Vita

Lisa Voss

Maria Wagner

Walter Waitkus

Donald Waller

Natalie Warren

Mark Wayman

Ari Weinstein

Edward Weir

Lauren Weisel

Lark Weller

Sarah Wentzel-Fisher

Benjamin Westervelt

Julynn Wildman

Erin Wilkins

Grif�n Williams

Molly Wilson

Laura Wirtz

Karen Wolfgang

Tatiana Worthy

Cindy Xie

Dawn Yarbrough

Cassandra Yates

Dominic Zagzoug

Erin Zamzow

Vanessa Zarembo

Aaron Zoller
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Assets

Cash and Cash Equivalents

Investments

Accounts Receivable

Grants Receivable

Contracts Receivable

Interest Receivable

Prepaid Expenses and Other Assests

Notes Receivable, net allowance for uncollectible
notes of $3,003,304, and $2,678,554

Property and Equipment, Net

2021

$5,626,201

$22,090,764

$37,908

$409,542

$36,722

$21,101,248

$383,583

TOTAL ASSETS $51,797,177

$ 6,025

$2,105,184

Liabilities and Net Assets

Liabilities

Accounts Payable

Grants Payable

Accrued Payroll Expenses

Funds Due to Others

Deposits

Notes Payable

Total Liabilities

Net Assets

$37,987

$324,215

$6,171,741

$58,914

-

$12,216,246

$18,809,103

Without donor restrictions

With donor restrictions

$30,620,242

$2,367,832

Total Net Assets $32,988,074

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS $51,797,177

Net Assets

Statement of Financial Position–2021

Expenses 

FINANCIALS

Admin 
25%

Program 
71%

Fundraising 
4%

Loans
66%

Contracts
3%

Services
9%

Grants
22%
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Unrestricted

Support

Contributions

Government Grants

Revenue

Total Support

Program Fees

Interest on Program-Related Loans

Origination Fees on Program-Related Loans

Investment Income (loss)

$4,960,620

$3,329,369

$8,289,989

$3,313,261

$58,859

$1,681,677

$98,790

Special Events

Other $116,350

$17,650

Net Assets Released from Restrictions -

Total Revenue $5,493,287

Expenses

Program Services

Management and General

Total Expenses

Fundraising

$3,756,723

$1,309,796

$198,591

$5,265,110

Change in Net Assets

Net Assets (Beginning of Year)

$8,518,166

$24,163,285

$975,817

-

$975,817

$17,493

-

-

-

-

-

($1,077,103)

($1,059,610)

-

-

-

-

($83,793)

$2,451,625

$3,984,803

$3,329,369

$7,314,172

$3,295,768

$58,859

$1,681,677

$98,790

$116,350

$17,650

$1,077,103

$6,552,897

$3,756,723

$1,309,796

$198,591

$5,265,110

$8,601,959

$21,711,660

Restricted Totals

TOTAL SUPPORT AND OTHER REVENUE $13,783,276($83,793)$13,867,069

$32,988,074$2,367,832$30,620,242NET ASSETS - END OF YEAR

In-kind Donations $5,400-$5,400

PPP and EIDL Forgiveness Income $201,300-$201,300

Restatement

Net Assets (Beginning of Year - Restated)

$306,623

$24,469,908

-

$2,451,625

$306,623

$22,018,283

Statement of Activities–2021
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Indian Land Tenure Foundation

151 East County Road B2
Little Canada, MN, 55117-1523
651-766-8999
www.iltf.org

�e Indian Land Tenure Foundation (ILTF) is a national, community-based organization focused on American Indian land recovery and 
management. ILTF’s primary aim is to ensure that all reservation and important o�-reservation lands are owned and managed by Indian 
people and Indian nations.

As a community foundation, ILTF relies on funding from private foundations and donations from Indian nations, corporations and individuals 
to support its programming in Indian Country. Please consider making a donation to the Indian Land Tenure Foundation today.

To learn more about our work and programs, and to make a donation, visit our website at: www.iltf.org.


