
A NOTE FROM  
LAURA KILDOW  
Development Officer

Dear Friends and Supporters, 
I’m honored to serve as Development 
Officer at the Indian Land Tenure 
Foundation (ILTF) and recently celebrated 
my first year of learning, listening, and 
growing within the Native community. 
With a background in storytelling and 
nonprofit leadership, I’ve seen how deep 
connections can drive change. I will 
continue to build relationships with you, 
understand what inspires your generosity, 
and highlight the far-reaching impact of 
your support as we advance Indian land 
stewardship together.

— Laura E. Kildow

YOUR IMPACT IN ACTION: 
KNOWLEDGE IS POWER
At ILTF, we believe strong Native communities have a 

deep connection to their lands. Thanks to your support, 

we are equipping Tribes and Native youth with the knowl-

edge, tools, and opportunities needed to lead the future of 

Indian land stewardship.

Empowering the Next Generation: 
Native Youth GIS Project

Geographic Information Systems (GIS) is a rapidly 

growing and essential tool for land stewardship, and your 

support is helping expand the number of trained Native 

professionals in Tribal programs. In late 2025, we brought 

19 Native high school students together from around the 

country to learn about GIS technology. Through innova-

tive story-based mapping, students created digital maps 

that reflect their histories and relationships to land and 

built both technical skills and cultural connections. Your 

support is equipping the next generation of Tribal land 

professionals with the skills they need to successfully 

steward Tribal lands. 

ILTF GRANT PROGRAM 2026 
KICKOFFS WITH 2 GRANTEES 
FOCUSED ON LAND-BASED  
INITIATIVES
The Indian Land Tenure Foundation (ILTF) is proud to 

announce more than $57,000 in grants to two outstanding 

organizations that are advancing ILTF’s mission and goals 

in Indian land recovery and management. ILTF priori-

tized partners whose work is strongly aligned with our 

strategies in education and cultural awareness, especial-

ly through land-based initiatives. This grant cycle, ILTF 

awarded one grant each to the Lakota Waldorf School and 

the Rocky Boy Health Center to strengthen Native-led 

solutions rooted in land, language, and community.
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The Lakota Waldorf School will use its grant to add a 

language assistant, expanding the capacity of its prima-

ry Lakota language teacher and enabling more frequent 

assessments, ultimately providing K–8 students with con-

sistent, high-quality language instruction that strengthens 

cultural identity and land stewardship while building a 

strong waterway of paraprofessional support. The Rocky 

Boy Health Center will use its funding to develop an eval-

uation tool to measure the impact of a land-based healing 

program focused on substance abuse prevention and 

strengthening healthy relationships. This effort advances 

ILTF’s strategic pillars of cultural awareness, education, 

and economic opportunity while remaining rooted in the 

Rocky Boy community’s traditional lands.

NATIVE LAND CONFERENCE 

The Native Land Conference is a catalyst for 
knowledge sharing, relationship building, 
and long-term impact for tribal communities. 
With continued donor support, the confer-
ence’s reach and influence will only grow. 

In the spring of 2026, ILTF launched its first stand-alone 

Native Land Conference at Mystic Lake Center. With the 

event reaching full capacity of 300 attendees, it clearly 

demonstrated both the strong demand for and the essen-

tial role of ILTF in this space.  Participants explored critical 

topics from land tenure and rights-of-way, to appraisals 

and economic development. 

ILTF incorporated several new aspects to the conference: 

1.	 ILTF’s Emerging Youth program for local Native stu-

dents to learn and find mentors with professionals, 

2.	 Our new scholarship program for land offices who 

wouldn’t be able to attend otherwise,

3.	 We welcomed local donors and funders for an Arts 

& Eats dinner to shop local art vendors and see 

their impact first-hand

At the end of the two-day conference, the impact was 

clear: 97% of attendees said they would recommend 

the conference, a testament to both the relevance of the 

content and the depth of the experience. Tribes built 

new partnerships, explored opportunities for collabora-

tion, and brought generations together in a meaningful 

exchange. This was a space intentionally created to share 

knowledge and build community. In the end, the num-

bers told only part of the story. One conference attendee’s 

reflection: “Great opportunity to connect across tribes… 

This work matters for generations.”

Your continued support helps fund opportunities like the 

Native Land Conference where intergenerational knowl-

edge exchange and partnerships are centered around 

Indian land tenure solutions.

THANK YOU! 
Because of you, ILTF exists and we are able to bring 

people together, strengthen knowledge, and protect 

what matters most: lands, communities, and  

a shared future.

On behalf of ILTF’s board, staff, our partners, and 

the communities we serve, thank you. Your com-

mitment to our mission—ensuring that lands within 
reservation boundaries and areas of deep cultural 
significance remain in Native ownership and man-
agement—is not just words, but a way of life.

Donate to ILTF by scanning the code. 

LinkedIn: Linkedin.com/company/indian-land-

tenure-foundation

Facebook: facebook.com/indianlandtenure

X: x.com/indianland
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